Archaeological Testing of Six Sites Along U.S. Highway 56 El Paso County, Texas by Clark, John W., Jr.
Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray
Literature from the Lone Star State
Volume 1981 Article 16
1981
Archaeological Testing of Six Sites Along U.S.
Highway 56 El Paso County, Texas
John W. Clark
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita
Part of the American Material Culture Commons, Archaeological Anthropology Commons,
Cultural Resource Management and Policy Analysis Commons, Historic Preservation and
Conservation Commons, History Commons, Human Geography Commons, Other Anthropology
Commons, Other Arts and Humanities Commons, Other History of Art, Architecture, and
Archaeology Commons, Other Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons, and the Technical and
Professional Writing Commons
Tell us how this article helped you.
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by SFA ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open
Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State by an authorized editor of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact
cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Clark, John W. (1981) "Archaeological Testing of Six Sites Along U.S. Highway 56 El Paso County, Texas," Index of Texas Archaeology:
Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State: Vol. 1981 , Article 16. https://doi.org/10.21112/ita.1981.1.16
ISSN: 2475-9333
Available at: http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1981/iss1/16
Archaeological Testing of Six Sites Along U.S. Highway 56 El Paso County,
Texas
Licensing Statement
This is a work produced for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) by the report producer.
TxDOT and the report producer jointly own all rights, title, and interest in and to all intellectual property
developed under TxDOT’s contract with the report producer. The report may be cited and brief passages from
this publication may be reproduced without permission provided that credit is given to both TxDOT and the
report producer. Permission to reprint an entire chapter, section, figures or tables must be obtained in advance
from either the Supervisor of the Archeological Studies Branch, Environmental Affairs Division, Texas
Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas, 78701 or from the report producer.
This article is available in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State:
http://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol1981/iss1/16
Archaeological Tes t ing  of S i x  S i t e s  Along U.S. Highway 54 
E l  Paso County, Texas 
By 
John  W. Clark 
Texas 

S t a t e  Department of Highways and Publ ic  Transpor ta t ion  






S i x  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a long t h e  proposed rou te  of U.S. Highway 54 i n  E l  
Paso County, Texas, were t e s t ed  dur ing  t h e  sp r ing  and summer of 1981. 
No f u r t h e r  work i s  recommended a t  four  of t hese  s i t e s  due t o  t h e  pauci ty  
of recovered ma t e r i a l s  and t h e  genera l  d e f l a t ed  and eroded n a t u r e  of t h e  
s i t e s .  
Two s i t e s  a r e  recommended f o r  f u r t h e r  work. Tes t ing  of S i t e  41EP321 pro-
duced two probable p i thouse  f e a t u r e s  with bur ied  charcoa l  l e n s e s  and 
poss ib l e  pos t  ho le s  a s  we l l  a s  numerous var ied  a r t i f a c t s  inc luding  Mimbres 
Black-on-White, Chupadero Black-on-White, E l  Paso Brown, and El Paso 
Polychrome po t t e ry  types .  Tes t ing  of S i t e  41EP289 produced t h r e e  midden 
a r e a s  ( a r eas  of high s u r f i c i a l  a r t i f a c t  f requency) ,  t r a s h  p i t s ,  pos t  
molds, h e a r t h s ,  and a r t i f a c t s  inc luding  Mimbres Black-on-White, Chupadero 
Black-on-White, E l  Paso Brown, and E l  Paso Polychrome po t t e r y  types .  The 
a r t i f a c t  types  and f requencies  from t h e  two s i t e s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l ,  suggest-
ing  a  contemporaneity of t h e  s i t e s ,  and can be placed wi th in  t h e  Dona 
Ana phase of t h e  Jornada Branch of t h e  Mogollon. 
INTRODUCTION 

Archaeological survey along the right-of-way of the proposed northeast 

freeway extension (U.S. 54) in El Paso County, Texas, revealed the 

presence of six prehistoric archaeological sites in the most viable 

route for the highway. Sites were given temporary numbers from the 

southwest end of the project from one to six near the northeast end. 

Sites with field numbers 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 were tested. Site 3 was too 

small for testing. 

The purpose of this testing report is to provide data on the results of 

the testing of these particular sites. Since a report on the excavation 

of two of these sites will be forthcoming after the completion of the 

field work on those sites, a complete analysis and evaluation of previous 

archaeological work in the area, the environmental setting, soils, and 

geology are not deemed necessary for such a report. Moreover, such 

data would be a duplication of similar information already published in 





S i t e  1 : This  s i te  cons is ted  of a l i g h t  s c a t t e r  of ceramics on a gen t ly  
s lop ing  a l l u v i a l  fan .  Four 2 x 2 meter t e s t  p i t s  were excavated i n t o  
t h e  site, a l l  b u t  one p i t  producing negat ive  r e s u l t s .  I n  t h e  one test 
p i t  having a r t i f a c t s ,  only two sherds were encountered, and t h e s e  i n  t h e  
upper l e v e l .  One t e s t  p i t  was excavated t o  a depth of 50 cm below t h e  
su r f ace  whi le  t h e  o t h e r s  were excavated t o  a depth of 40 cm. 
I t  appears  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  phenomena a t  t h i s  s i t e  a r e  confined t o  t h e  sur-
f a c e  and t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  the re .  Therefore,  no f u r t h e r  work is  recom-
mended f o r  t h i s  site. 
S i t e  2 (41EP321): This  s i t e  i s  a l a r g e  a r e a  covering approximately 10 
t o  15 a c r e s  on t h e  same a l l u v i a l  fan  as S i t e s  1 , 3, 4, 5 ,  and 6 .  A 
s e r i e s  of twelve 2 x 2 meter t e s t  p i t s  (Fig. 1)  were excavated t o  a depth 
of somewhat more than  a meter below t h e  su r f ace ,  and a s e r i e s  of 87 auger 
ho le s  were excavated. Of t h e  87 auger ho le s  excavated, one revealed t h e  
presence of f i re- cracked rock and 1 3  revealed t h e  presence of charcoa l .  
A l l  t e s t i n g  was conducted i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a r e a  of t h e  s i t e  n o r t h  of 
t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  of t h e  proposed highway. 
C u l t u r a l  depos i t s  were found t o  extend from t h e  s u r f a c e  t o  a maximum 
depth of 40 cm except i n  two in s t ances  i n  which po r t ions  of p i thouses  
were encountered. I n  those  cases  t h e  c u l t u r a l  depos i t  extended t o  one 
meter below t h e  s u r f a c e  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  p i t .  Comprising t h e  cul-
t u r a l  d e b r i s  a r e  t h e  fol lowing a r t i f a c t s :  
Mimbres Black-on-White Miscellaneous brownwares 
Chupadero B lack-on-W h ite Obsidian f l a k e s  and pebbles 
E l  Paao Brown Rhyoli te  f l a k e s  
Corrugated w a r e  Basalt f l a k e s  
E l  Paso Polychrome Chert f l a k e s  
Two probable p i thouse  f e a t u r e s  were encountered. The f i r s t  was loca ted  
i n  t h e  2 x 2 t e s t  p i t  designated N60/E0 a t  a depth of 25 t o  30 cm below 
the  present  sur face .  Evidence cons is ted  of an adobe wa l l  40 cm wide en-
countered a t  30 cm below t h e  su r face  and an i n t e r i o r  charcoal  l e n s  en-
countered a t  25 cm below the  su r face  (Fig. 2A). The t e s t  p i t  was ex-
cavated only t o  a depth of 40 cm i n  order  t o  r e t a i n  most of t h e  f e a t u r e  
i n t a c t .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  p i thouse  f e a t u r e  occupied 75% of t h e  2 x 2 
meter t e s t  p i t .  
The second pi thouse was encountered i n  Test P i t  N60/E20 a t  55 cm below 
t h e  present  su r face  (Fig. 2B). Evidence f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  con s i s t s  of 
a change i n  depos i t  from coarse  sand and gravel  t o  l i g h t  brown sandy 
loam conta in ing  smal l  g rave l  and charcoal  f l ecks .  Two i n t e r i o r  char-
coa l  l enses  were encountered a t  depths of 55 and 75 cm below t h e  su r face .  
The f e a t u r e  was no t  excavated below 90 cm below t h e  su r face  i n  order  t o  
r e t a i n  the  f e a t u r e  f o r  f u t u r e  excavation. The f e a t u r e  occupied v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  t h e  2 x 2 meter t e s t  p i t  except  t h e  no r th  30 t o  40 cm and a narrow 
area  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  u n i t .  Three apparent ly  random  st a i n s  i n  
t h e  f l oo r  a t  90 cm may rep resen t  post  holes .  
Cu l tu ra l  depos i t s  a t  S i t e  2 (41EP321) a r e  s c a t t e r ed  over a 10 t o  15 ac re  
area.  Test ing revealed bur ied  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  one a rea  of 
t h e  s i t e .  No o t he r  a r e a s  have been t e s t ed .  I t  is ,  however, c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  a t  t h e  s i t e  and t h a t  add i t i ona l  work is  
needed no t  only i n  the  t e s t ed  a r e a  but  i n  o the r  a reas  a s  wel l .  
S i t e  3: Cu l tu ra l  evidence f o r  S i t e  3 con s i s t s  of an  eroded burned rock 
agglomeration and a very l i g h t  s c a t t e r  of ceramics. A small  drainage 
has eroded much of the  s i t e .  N o  t e s t i n g  was done a t  t h e  s i t e  and none 
is  recommended. 
S i t e  4 (41EP289): Test ing a t  t he  s i t e  cons is ted  of a con t ro l l ed  s u r f a c e  
co l l e c t i on  and t h e  excavation of a s e r i e s  of 2 x 2 meter t e s t  p i t s  (Fig. 3 ) .  
The su r face  co l l e c t i on  ind ica t ed  t h r e e  midden a r e a s  (a reas  of high s u r f i -  
cial a r t i f a c t  frequency).  The concentrat ions were confirmed by t h e  t e s t  
excavat ions.  Intermidden a reas  were a l s o  t e s t e d  r evea l ing  a q u i t e  low 
frequency of a r t i f a c t s .  
Test ing w a s  conducted i n  a l l  a r eas  of t he  s i t e  i n  order  t o  de f ine  s i t e  
boundaries and a reas  of a r t i f a c t  concentrat ion.  When these  were found, 
f u r t h e r  excavat ion was made t o  determine the  na tu re  of t h e  midden a reas .  
I n  t h i s  way a s e r i e s  of buried f e a t u r e s  was loca ted .  
The d e p o s i t s  conta in ing  c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  ranged i n  th ickness  from 0 t o  
about 30 cm below t h e  sur face .  The following a r t i f a c t s  comprise t h e  
c u l t u r a l  debr is :  
Mimbres Black-on-White Miscellaneous brownwares 
Chupadero Black-on-White Obsidian f l a k e s  and pebbles 
E l  Paso Brown Rhyoli te  f l a k e s  
Corrugated ware Basa l t  f l a k e s  
E l  Paso Polychrome Chert f l a k e s  
It should be noted t h a t  t h e  a r t i f a c t  types and t h e i r  apparent  f requencies  
a r e  i d e n t i c a l  a t  t h i s  s i t e  and S i t e  2. 
A v a r i e t y  of buried archaeologica l  f e a t u r e s  was encountered during t h e  
t e s t i n g  include: 
Sheet midden (S25-30/W20 a t  10 cm below the  sur face)  

Trash p i t s  (S30/W20, S40/E10, 15, S38/E14, S36/E12, S38/E12, 

and o the r s )  
Pos t  molds (S15/W40, S38/E14, S38/E12, S36/E12) 
Hearths (S15/W34, S38/E14, S36/E14) 
A l l  f e a t u r e s  appeared a t  between 15 and 20 cm below the  sur face .  A l l  
f e a t u r e s  were drawn i n  p lan  and p r o f i l e  and were photographed. It is  
c l e a r  t h a t  f e a t u r e s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  midden a reas .  
The t e s t i n g  revealed i n t e r s i t e  pa t t e rn ing  wi th  t h e  l a r g e s t  midden a r e a s  
al igned west-northwest t o  east- southeast  and wi th  f e a t u r e s  assoc ia ted  
wi th  t h e  midden a reas .  No a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  were encountered. 
The a r t i f a c t  types and frequencies  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  S i t e  2 (41EP321), 
suggest ing t h e i r  contemporaneity. The lack of a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  S i t e  
41EP289 may suggest  a d i f f e rence  i n  funct ion.  I t  is  recommended t h a t  
add i t i ona l  work be done a t  t h i s  s i t e  t o  r e f i n e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of s i t e  
boundaries ,  t o  f u r t h e r  de f ine  t h e  midden a r e a s ,  t o  explore  t h e i r  r e l a -  
t i onsh ips ,  and t o  compare t h i s  s i t e  t o  S i t e  2 (41EP321). 
S i t e  5: The s i t e  i s  loca ted  on t h e  a l l u v i a l  fan.  S u r f i c i a l  i nd i c a t i on s  
of t h e  presence of a s i t e  inc lude  s c a t t e r ed  burned rock,  a c he r t  f l a k e ,  
and a q u a r t z i t e  hammerstone. 
S i x  2 x 2 meter t e s t  p i t s  were excavated i n t o  t h i s  s i t e  t o  a maximum 
depth of 50 cm. Cu l t u r a l  d eb r i s  w a s  found only w i t h i n  t h e  upper 5 cm 
of t h e  depos i t .  A shal low ash  l en s  w a s  l oca t ed  i n  Test  P i t  S4/E0.  No 
f u r t h e r  work is recommended a t  t h i s  s i t e  as t h e  d epo s i t s  appear t o  be 
seve re ly  d e f l a t ed .  
S i t e  6: Located on t h e  edge of a blowout bas in  o r  p laya ,  t h i s  s i t e  
covers  a 100 meter diameter a r e a  of t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  thermally f rac-
tured  l imestone,  a metate  fragment, and a smal l  obs id ian  pebble.  
A  s e r i e s  of e i g h t  t e s t  p i t s  were excavated i n t o  t h e  s i t e  producing a 
smal l  number of f i r e  cracked rocks and one f l a k e  i n  t h e  upper 5 cm. 
No o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  were encountered, a l though some u n i t s  were 
c a r r i e d  down t o  a depth of 50 cm. No f u r t h e r  work i s  recommended. 
SUMMARY 
I n  summary, two of s i x  s i t e s  loca ted  on t h e  survey of t h e  right-of-way 
of t h e  no r theas t  freeway (U.S. 54) a r e  considered t o  have s u f f i c i e n t  
c u l t u r a l  deb r i s  t o  warrant f u r t h e r  excavation. These two s i t e s  ( S i t e s  
2 and 4, o r  S i t e s  41EP321 and 41EP289) have i d e n t i c a l  a r t i f a c t  i nven to r i e s  
( in so fa r  a s  any ana l y s i s  has been made) but  d i f f e r i n g  buried f e a t u r e  
complexes. 
Local p ro fes s iona l  a rchaeo log i s t s  wi th  numerous pub l i ca t ions  and long-
term experience i n  t h e  a r e a  have v i s i t e d  both sites and have examined 
t h e  sherds co l l ec t ed  from them. They suggest t h a t  t h e  s i t e s  p e r t a i n  
t o  t h e  Dona Ana phase of t he  Jornada Branch of t he  Mogollon (Rex Gerald 
and Tom C. O'Laughlin: personal  communications on numerous occasions) .  
They f u r t h e r  i nd i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  phase is  poorly defined and not  we l l  
represented i n  the  previous a rchaeologica l  work f o r  t he  a rea .  




E 0  
Research Design 
US Highway 54 P ro j e c t  
E l  Paso County, Texas 
S i t e  No. 1 ( see  d e t a i l e d  information i n  t e s t i n g  r e p o r t ) :  Four 2  x  2 t e s t  
p i t s  randomly placed i n  s i t e  producing e s s e n t i a l l y  nega t ive  r e s u l t s .  
S i t e  No. 2; 41EP321 ( see  d e t a i l e d  information i n  t e s t i n g  r epo r t :  Twelve 
2  x  2  meter t e s t  p i t s  near  t h e  c en t e r  of t h e  s i t e  and 87 auger ho le s  
f i nd ing  2  p i t  houses,  a burned rock a r e a ,  and 13  l o c a t i on s  of bur ied  
charcoa l .  
S i t e  No. 3 ( s ee  d e t a i l e d  t e s t i n g  r epo r t ) :  N o  t e s t i n g  was done a t  t h i s  
s i t e  due t o  i t s  smal l  s i z e  and d is turbed  na tu re .  
S i t e  No. 4; 41EP289 (see d e t a i l e d  t e s t i n g  r epo r t ) :  A  g r i d  of 5  x  5  
meter u n i t s  was superimposed over t h e  s i t e ,  and a  con t r o l l ed  s u r f a c e  
c o l l e c t i o n  was made. Using t h i s  a s  a  base,  a s e r i e s  of 2  x  2  meter p i t s  
was excavated - each below t h e  c u l t u r a l  depos i t s  - i n  order  t o  de f ine  
a r t i f a c t  concent ra t ions ,  t o  determine s i t e  boundaries ,  and t o  search  
f o r  i nd i c a t i on s  of t h e  type of occupation represented  by the  s i t e .  
Hearths ,  t r a s h  p i t s ,  pos t  molds, and midden a r e a s  were encountered. 
No p i thouses  were found. 
S i t e  No. 5  (see d e t a i l e d  t e s t i n g  r epo r t ) :  S i x  2 x  2  meter t e s t  u n i t s  
were excavated encounter ing a  very t h i n  and s c a t t e r ed  (de f l a t ed )  cul-
t u r a l  depos i t .  
S i t e  No. 6 ( s ee  d e t a i l e d  t e s t i n g  r epo r t ) :  Eight  t e s t  p i t s  were excava-
ted  wi th  nega t ive  r e s u l t s .  
Regarding previous research ,  a l a r ge  number of s i t e  r epo r t s  have been 
w r i t t e n  on t h e  a r e a ,  many by amateurs concent ra t ing  on small  p a r t i a l  
s i t e  excavations wi th  l i t t l e  view t o  r e f i n i ng  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  
of phases of t h e  Jornada Branch of t he  Mogollon (Lehmer 1948). There 
have been, however, a number of s u b s t a n t i a l  con t r ibu t ions  by profes-
s i ona l s .  Perhaps t h e  e a r l i e s t  d e t a i l ed  r epor t  was Moore's (1947) r epor t  
on Twelve Room House. 
More r ecen t ly  Aten's (1972) r epo r t  of t he  t e s t i n g  a t  t h e  Northgate S i t e ,  
a  pi thouse s i t e ,  Lynn's (1976) work a t  t h e  Northeast Sewage Treatment 
P l an t ,  0'Laughlin's (1979) work a t  Transmountain campus, and Thompson 
and Becket t ' s  (1979) work on Diana S t r e e t  have a l l  reported s i t e s  i n  
no r theas t  E l  Paso. A more genera l  s e r i e s  of survey r epo r t s  (Whalen 1977, 
78) focused on t h e  p a t t e r n s  of s i t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by period of occupation. 
Other r epo r t s  f o r  t h e  a r e a  inc lude  those by Beckes e t  a l .  (1977) and 
O'Laughlin (1980). The r epor t  by Beckes e t  a l .  focuses on a  survey while  
t h a t  of O'Laughlin dea l s  wi th  the  Archaic Period on the  west s i d e  of t h e  
c i t y .  
The p r i n c i p a l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  above work has been t h e  ampl i f i ca t ion  of t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  Archaic Period and t h e  Mesi l la  and E l  Paso phases of 
t h e  Jornada Branch of t h e  Mogollon. This work has  produced a v a r i e t y  of 
t e s t a b l e  hypotheses concerning se t t lement  pa t t e rn ing ,  i n t e r s i t e  pa t te rn-
ing ,  economy, and u t i l i z a t i o n  of a spec t s  of t h e  environment. 
The s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  of a l l  t h e  r epo r t s  i s  the  f a i l u r e  t o  e i t h e r  encounter 
o r  de f ine  s i t e s  of t h e  Dona Ana phase a s  defined by Lehmer (1948). Lehmer's 
desc r ip t ion  i nd i c a t e s  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  and ceramic types t o  be expected 
a t  s i t e s  of t h i s  phase. Test ing of S i t e s  41EP289 and 321 i nd i c a t e s  t h e  
presence of t hese  items. 
Then, t he  primary ques t ions  t o  be addressed a re :  1 )  Do t h e  s i t e s  indeed 
r ep resen t  t h e  genera l ly  unrecognized and unreported Dona Ana Phase? 2) 
I s  i t  poss ib l e  t o  quant i fy  t h e  propor t ions  of t h e  a r t i f a c t  c l a s s e s  defin-
i ng  the  phase?  3) Is it poss ib l e  t o  de f ine  i n t e r s i t e  p a t t e r n s  of f e a t u r e s  
and middens? 4) What is  the  r e l a t i on sh i p  of t h e  two s i t e s ?  
There may be  o the r  ques t ions  t h a t  could be answered depending on f a c t o r s  
of preserva t ion .  I t  i s  no t  expected t h a t  f auna l  o r  po l l en  ana l y s i s  w i l l  
be  f r u i t f u l  because of s o i l  condi t ions  a t  t h e  s i t e s .  Bone and s h e l l  
have no t  been seen  t o  be preserved.  
I n  order  t o  address  t h e  fou r  ques t ions  posed above t h e  s i t e s  must conta in  
t h e  f e a t u r e s  descr ibed by Lehmer and must be sepa rab le  from Mes i l l a  and 
E l  Paso Phase s i t e s .  The a r t i f a c t  f requencies  should be d i f f e r e n t  from 
Mesi l la  and E l  Paso Phase s i t e s  and radiocarbon samples should provide 
da t e s  between t h e  aforementioned phases.  Tes t ing  a t  S i t e  41EP289 has  
a l ready  demonstrated a pa t t e rned  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a r t i f a c t s  and f e a t u r e s .  
P a t t e r n s  of i n t e r s i t e  f e a t u r e s  should be p re sen t  a t  S i t e  41EP321 given 
s u f f i c i e n t  a e r e a l  excavat ion.  
A t  p resent  no p i thouses  have been found a t  S i t e  41EP289, whi le  a t  l e a s t  
two a r e  p re sen t  a t  S i t e  41EP321. It is suggested t h a t  S i t e  41EP289 
may be  a s a t e l l i t e  community dependent on S i t e  41EP321. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  
case ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t  frequency, radiocarbon da t ing ,  and nona r ch i t e c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e s  should be nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l .  S i t e  41EP321 should,  however, 
con ta in  a g r e a t e r  number of a r t i f a c t s  r ep re sen t ing permanent o r  nea r  
permanent occupation. 
Methodologies designed t o  address  these  ques t ions  w i l l  involve ex tens ive  
hand excavat ion  to  de f ine  f e a t u r e s  and a r t i f a c t  concent ra t ions ,  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and i n  gene ra l  t o  a s su re  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  chance t h a t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d a t a  a r e  not  overlooked. A number of so i l- po l l en  samples 
w i l l  be  taken on t h e  hope t h a t  po l l en  might be preserved.  Following 
hand excavat ions a number of t renches  dug by a Gradal l  w i l l  be  executed 
i n  order  t o  t e s t  unexcavated a reas  and t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 
e a r l i e r  depos i t s .  
Methodologies w i l l  i n su r e  proper record ing  of a l l  f e a t u r e s ,  a r t i f a c t  
proveniences,  e t c .  Standard techniques w i l l  be  used inc luding  2 x 2 
meter u n i t s  l a i d  out  on a g r i d  system excavated i n  10 cm l e v e l s ,  except  
where s t r a t i g r aphy  m a y  d i c t a t e  o t h e r  un i t s .  The 2 x 2 meter u n i t  w i l l  
be used t o  expose a r e a s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  recognize f e a t u r e s .  
Provided c learence  i s  given, t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  proceed f o r  a per iod of 
f i v e  t o  s i x  months u t i l i z i n g  s i x  l abo re r s  and one a rchaeo log i s t .  A t  
p r e sen t  t h e  crew con s i s t s  of fou r  s tuden t s  wi th  f i e l d  school  and o t h e r  
a rchaeologica l  experience,  a p ro fe s s iona l  surveyor ,  and a nonexperienced 
l abo re r .  
Excavated f e a t u r e s  encountered i n  t h e  t e s t i n g  of S i t e  41EP289 inc lude  
burned s tone  hea r th  concent ra t ions ,  shal low basin-shaped t r a s h  p i t s ,  
s i x  pos t  molds averaging 12 cm i n  diameter and 10 t o  15 cm i n  depth,  
and two midden a r e a s  a s  we l l  a s  t h r e e  major a r e a s  of a r t i f a c t  concentra-
t i on s .  These a r e  descr ibed i n  t h e  t e s t i n g  r epor t  and sample f e a t u r e s  
a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  
Fea tures  found i n  t h e  t e s t i n g  of S i t e  41EP321 inc lude  two probable p i t  
houses ( see  p r o f i l e s  i n  t e s t i n g  r epor t )  and t h r e e  po s s i b l e  pos t  molds 
i n  one of t h e  houses. Auger ho le s  produced burned rocks and charcoa l  
a r e a s .  
Po l l en  samples w i l l  be submitted t o  Texas A&M Univers i ty  i n  accordance 
wi th  a long s tanding  agreement. 
This i t em obviously in t ends  t o  focus on t h e  r e l a t i on sh i p  between S i t e  
41EP289 and S i t e  41EP321. Should p i t  houses be encountered a t  S i t e  
41EP289,  it would tend t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  S i t e  41EP289 may no t  be  simply 
a s a t e l l i t e  of S i t e  41EP321. The radiocarbon samples may then provide 
d a t a  on contemporaneity. 
With regard t o  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  can be done wi th  
only two Dona Ana Phase s i t e s .  However t h e  geographic po s i t i on  of t h e  
two s i t e s  may sugges t ive  of t h e  r e l a t i on sh i p  between t h e  p a t t e r n s  of 
e a r l i e r  and l a t e r  Jornada Branch s i t e s  a s  discussed i n  Whelan's works 
on t h e  Hueco Bolson. 
As  p rev ious ly  discussed t h e r e  is t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S i t e  41EP289 i s  a 
s a t e l l i t e  of S i t e  41EP321. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  case  t h e  s i t e s  should be r e l a -  
t i v e l y  proximate ( a s  indeed these  two s i t e s  a r e ) .  They a r e  w i t h i n  1 /2  
mile  of one another  and appear a t  t h i s  time t o  be contemporaneous. Their  
prox imi ty  enhances t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S i t e  41EP289 is  a dependency of 
S i t e  41EP321. 
There appear  t o  b e  no Archaic  d epo s i t s  on t h e  s i t e s . 
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